
 
As the snowbirds were coming back from Florida in the spring, they were all wondering 

 where to go for some decent weather. We have truly arrived and are dealing with the 
 “terrible too’s” – too much rain, too windy, too cold, too hot and too humid.  I, for one, at age 
 74, have never seen so much wind with hot humid weather.  We have often been 
 relegated to evening flying for all of these reasons. 

The club has had two very nice outings with the weather cooperating. The Veterans outing 
 and the Civil Air Patrol evening events went really well.  The Veterans group was  rather 
 small, but all did enjoy the show. The Civil Air Patrol event was over 35 strong and parents 
 and all of the Civil Air Patrol cadets had stick time and enjoyed the opportunity. Thanks to all 
 of our club members who helped in these activities. 

We can say we are saving money this summer by not mowing as much. Thanks to Walt and 
Marie Dunsmore, we now have a replacement mower for our first mower that has been re-
tired. The Craftsman 48” cut was a welcomed addition.  We offered to pay Walt the $10 haul 
away fee but he refused, so we saved another ten dollars. 

From Sept. 18 through Oct. 1, voting for next year’s officers will take place. A Board 
 Meeting will take place on Sept. 13 at 6 p.m. at Stricker’s Hall prior to the club meeting at 8 
 p.m.  Make your feelings and wishes known to your present officers and Board of Directors 
 prior to the Board Meeting on Sept. 13 at 6 p.m. 

If you have a person or persons you think deserves an award this  year, please contact a 
 Board Member with your nomination. Please check the Constitution criteria for club 
 awards, such as Service Award, Sportsmanship Award, Most Improved Flyer, Youth 
 Award, Senior Endeavor Award or Technical Achievement Award.  

Please mark your calendars for the Club Picnic on Sunday, Sept. 18, starting at 10 a.m.  
 Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks are 25 cents each. Desserts and salads are free and are 
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 supplied by club families. Invite your families and friends to join us.  

RCMB’s Annual Banquet and Installation of Officers will be held on Saturday, October 29, 
 at Peerce’s Landing on Dulaney Valley Road. Details will follow in an article by Walt 
 Dunsmore later in this newsletter. 

Please read the article “The Old Days” which has been included in this newsletter. It was 
 written by Bob Walker, who is the secretary and newsletter editor from Swan Harbor’s RC 
 Club. I have included it here with his permission. 

Attention – Cold Sodas 

 Please close and latch the soda ice chest lid after each visit. We can’t keep wasting 
 ice!  We can get at least two to three more days with the ice if the chest is kept 
 latched. Thanks. 

 Jack Stites, President 

 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

The Old Days by Bob Walker 

Raise your hand if you remember Radio Control Modeler Magazine?  It has been 
gone for a few years, but in the  60’s, 70’s, 80’s and 90’s it was the premier R/C 
Magazine.  The print quality of the magazine was superb and they had great looking 
women….I mean airplanes on most covers, but not all. 

 

One of my all time favorite issues was January 1967.  It was only 50 cents for the 
issue.  One of my favorite model designers was on the cover….Ken Willard with two 
versions of a plane called the Shearwater.  This was an R/C seaplane that was very 
easy to build from the plans.  I think my brother Richard built one if I remember.  Ken 
Willard was into designing many of the smaller planes of the times and many be-
came kits.  His planes were usually for .049-.15 engines.  Those were very popular 
sizes in the 60’s.  The Shearwater article showed one version using an escapement 
and the second with Airtrol galloping ghost.  Raise your hand if you remember those 
radios.  These were affordable to the average person and kid like me.  Actually $100 
was sort of expensive for the time but the proportional radios that were just coming 
in and were $300- $500. 

 

Most of the radios back then were made in the USA.  Actually, a lot of stuff was 
made in the USA then, but that is another story.  Available brands were Micro Avion-
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ics which was digital as were Proportional Control Systems, Bonner, Galatron, F&M, EK, 
Orbit, and Kraft.  The Heathkit systems were available to build as was the Digitrio kit from 
World Engines.  I mentioned galloping ghost earlier (an actuator that wagged back and 
forth) and these units were sold by Controlaire, Citizenship, Rand, etc.  All these names 
are long gone, but in 1967 were all great product names.  There is a coupon missing from 
this issue.  I cut it out and sent in $11.95 to a company called Otarion for a receiver I 
could use with my escapement.  One used a little tuning wand to tune a coil to a 27 mHz 
transmitter.  Mine was a Futaba with one button…..rudder.  One beep for right.  Two 
quick presses for left.  That is what some of us had.  Sort of like being poor but not know-
ing it.  The planes flew and we did get them back. 

 

Glow engines were Veco’s, Super Tigers (Italian made), Enya, Webra and O.S. 

 

Popular kits of the time were made by Carl Goldberg.  A Junior Falcon was $4.95….I had 
one….my first plane.  The Falcon 56 was $11.95 and the Sr. Falcon was $22.95.  Mid-
west had the Tri-Squire, Lil Tri Squire and the Sky Squire.  These were $8-$23.  Sterling 
had the Minnie Mambo (I had one), Mambo Trainer, Mambo Special and Mighty Mambo.  
Note that each manufacturer had a theme….. 

 

Sorry….no helicopters back then.  But Du-Bro and Sig were advertising.  A sheet of 26” X 
36” Monokote was $3.50.  It was not Super Monokote.  You peeled off the backing and 
positioned it over the wing and ironed down.  9 colors too……believe me, it was not that 
great.  That is why everyone was using silk and dope.  I could write more, but that is what 
was happening in this hobby in 1967. 

 

HEADS UP! 

These are reminders to all of the 72 Mhz and the 2.4 Ghz trap.  It is easy to get lulled 
into not getting the frequency pin and then forgetting to pull out the antenna on a fre-
quency pin of 72 Mhz. 

Also, let’s be a little more vocal on the flight line. Please announce your intentions and 
pass it down the line for the end person to know what is happening.  Electric flyers are 
too quiet to know if they are taking off or, even worse, landing. 
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LESSONS WELL LEARNED 

 

Ronnie’s new charging station for electrics is now running and open for business. 

You have to use the combination to open the tractor building door and feed out the um-
bilical cord with the two-way hook up to your own personal field chargers. 

Keep away from the building and keep an eye out for the charging of the LiPos. 

When our generator is running for our electric use, it is charging a bank of batter-
ies to cover your needs at the field while flying electrics. 

Remember,  now we have a good reason not to charge LiPos in the back of our 
vans or cars.  I personally have had two electric charging incidents in the back of my 
van. I had to stop and put out a fire. I have learned my lesson. The other time, if I had 
not gotten into my van when I did, the van would be history now.  Be very careful! 

      

 

DATE           TIME 

 

Aug. 27  7 p.m.  MOVIE NIGHT   (Saturday)  

    All is worthwhile viewing from  around the world. 

    Chris Good’s travels including Northern Lights and 

    Ice Hotel,   Larry Nowack’s Oshkosh visit,  the “Magic 

    of Flight” featuring the Blue Angels,  and Jerry’s and 

    Rick’s visit to AMA event this summer. 

    Popcorn (we have the machine),  drinks and desserts are 

    requested to make this a different outing at the club. 

    NO FLYING ALLOWED during movies. 

    Bring wives,  kids and friends.  You will see things you 

    have  never  seen and may not see again. 

    Air conditioning provided free. 

 

Sept. 13  6 p.m.  BOARD MTG.  – Nominations for 2012 Officers by 

    Board and  nominations  for Club Awards. 

  8 p.m.  CLUB MTG. at Stricker’s Hall.   Food before meeting. 

 

Sept. 18           10 a.m.  (Sunday) – RCMB CLUB PICNIC. 

    Food and drinks for $.25 each.  Desserts, salads,  etc. 

    free as supplied by club families. 
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Oct.11th 8:00 PM RCMB Club meeting Kirk Field  

  

Oct. 15            11 a.m.  (Saturday)  CLUB MTG. at Stricker’s Hall with food. 

 

Oct. 29  6 p.m.  (Saturday)  RCMB ANNUAL BANQUET, AWARDS, 

    And INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2012 

    will be held at Peerce’s Landing,  formerly Peerce’s 

    Plantation,  on Dulaney Valley Road. 

 

Nov. 8th  7:00 PM RCMB Club meeting Kirk Field 

 

Dec. 13th 7:00 PM RCMB Club meeting Kirk Field  

  

WEDNESDAY INDOOR FLYING WILL CONTINUE 

Gussie has found a way to override the strong blowing of the air conditioning 

at the Jacksonville Gym for our indoor flying on Wednesdays. Therefore, our 

Wednesday indoor flying of small electric planes will continue indefinitely.  We 

will continue to fly from 11:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

RCMB VIDEO LIBRARY 

 

RCMB is starting a video  library at the clubhouse.  If anyone  has some instructional 
videos  in DVD or VHS format,  please  drop them off at the clubhouse.  There will be a 
box marked  “videos”.  At this time,  we only need  instructional  videos.  Sometime in 

the future,  we may want  any other films pertaining to aviation. 

At the present  time,  we are looking for a bookcase to house these videos. The 

approximate  size  needed  is 5 to 6 feet high,  4 feet wide,   and 1 foot deep. 

If anyone has videos  but cannot  drop  them off,  please call Walt Dunsmore,   newly  
elected  Librarian,  at 443-491-3558  and  he will  pick them  up. 



Field Photos 
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Jerry McCallum’s Sopwith Pup 

Civil Air Patrol 

Bob Sommers with a 

buddy box “Buddy” 
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Banquet Menu 
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The number of landings must equal the number of take offs ! 

RCMB 

P.O. Box 332 

Parkton, MD  21120 

Materials and opinions published in this newsletter, The Transmitter, are those of the author & article contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the “Radio Control Modelers of Baltimore”. Neither the “Radio Control Modelers of Baltimore” or the 
“editor” are responsible for errors and/or omissions. No responsibility is assumed, expressed or implied as to suitability, safety, or 
approval of any of the material in the publication. Any party using anything expressed herein does so at their own risk and discre-
tion, without recourse to anyone. Contributions to this publication are welcomed. Credit will be noted and given when due. The 
“editor” reserves the right to reject or edit any/or all material submitted. Permission for reprinting or quoting items in this newslet-
ter is granted provided that credit be given to both the author and to this publication.   

The Transmitter will be published: 

Jan/Feb,  Mar/Apr,  May/June,   

July/Aug,  Sept/Oct , Nov/Dec 

Submit material by the 2nd Friday of 
the month before publication. 

To:  

EMAIL: 

As those of you whom have submitted their email address to the club are aware, messages and notices have been sent 
to you advising about club meetings and availability of the Transmitter on our web site. The club saved about $50 per 
issue during the 2007 series of the Transmitter by not having to mail it to our Internet connected members. That’s a sav-
ings of @ $300 per year for the club! 

It would be great if those members that have an address, and therefore Internet access, but have not advised the club of 
their address would do so. Everyone that does this saves us money each time the Transmitter is published. It would also 
connect you to last minute changes in meeting schedules and other events.    Let Gene Krosnowski know your address 
(Tel # on page 1) and become one of the “connected”.  

 

MEETINGS: 

2ND TUESDAY MAY-NOV AT 
“KIRK FIELD” 8PM 

2ND SATURDAY JAN-APRIL 
AT “KIRK FIELD”   11AM 


